Advice Paper
The purpose of this activity is to synthesize and apply theories and concepts learned throughout the course to real life situations.
This project is a synthesis of what you are learning in family communication. Therefore, the best way to analyze problems in an educated (as opposed to just “personal opinion”) manner is to use the wealth of information you don’t even know you’re learning – to have you put it into the form of  “teaching” someone what to do with their life – from an educated standpoint. 

You will:

1. Find a “problem” in a magazine/newspaper/column/blog that someone wrote in to the “relationship advice” person there. Examples of this are like when people wrote to newspapers “Dear Ann” or “Dear Abby” or nowadays in men’s or women’s magazines, they write in with their problems that people advise them on how to solve. You should pick a question that:

a. Has to do with a family issue. But it should be relationally oriented.

b. Is detailed enough in its description of the problem to provide enough info for a thorough, applied context to be addressed. In other words, avoid a problem that is only 1 question/sentence and has no context/description in it.

c. Signed under a pseudonym – this is usually how these things are done to protect anonymity. 
2. Use the vast amount of knowledge you’ve learned in family communication (including readings, lectures, clips, discussions, activities) to respond to the problem with suggestions for how to solve it. These suggestions need to be specific in nature and need to be supported by credible theory, research, and concepts – nothing from your personal opinion!! Based on what you have learned about family communication, how would an “educated” advice-giver respond to this problem? We don’t want ANY personal opinions in this (which is usually what those columnists use, and are often based in negatively-implemented stereotypes). To show you’re not plagiarizing, make sure to bold/highlight/whatever your key terms/concepts that you get from the course material AND provide the appropriate reference for it – in APA format. 
a. The advice you provide should incorporate (explicitly, so you’ve noted what material is yours and what is from the course) as much of the material from the entire course as possible! As such, although I want you to be as thorough (and yet concise) as possible, I don’t see this being possible in any paper less than 2 single-spaced pages (Times New Roman 12 font with 1” margins). Probably more!
b. In addition to the advice you provide, paste the question/problem at the start of the paper. Don’t forget to include the source you got it from – it should be a real one – not made-up by you!
c. Don’t forget to put it in “advice column” format… like “Dear Debbie Does Dallas, I think your problem…”
You’ll be graded on the following:

i. Problem pasted with source at beginning of advice

ii. Concise/specific directions and suggestions
iii. Theories and concepts explicitly recognized and understanding of those theories demonstrated clearly

iv. Practical advice and application of family theories, research, and concepts
v. Well-written and explained

